


how data infrastructure can improve fixed asset management

the rules are also changing 
To complicate matters further, the global financial 
regulators are also becoming increasingly active.  
The latest IFRS regulations covering international 
financial reporting standards include changes that 
require companies to report their capital and fixed 
assets at what is termed a disaggregated level.  

This means that an international operator group 
needs to know the value of its assets and network 
equipment within each individual network it 
operates; it will no longer be able to simply put 
all the Group’s network assets into one giant 
pot.  However, this isn’t as easy as it might appear 
because most operator groups have grown not 
just through network deployment but also through 
acquisition – either of a whole network or a share of 
one. The ability of a Group to be able to accurately 
value the assets of a shared-ownership network, 
originally deployed by its partner, may very well be 
limited.  

Across an operator Group, being able to fully 
document and assess the performance of network 
assets on a like-for-like basis, can also lead to 
improved efficiencies and learnings being shared.

a perfect storm
These factors – the need for more investment, the 
need to document network assets precisely, as well 
as the need to be able to value them accurately and 
manage their efficient operation - are combining 
to create a perfect storm for a solution originally 
designed with an entirely different, operational, 
purpose in mind.

In the USA, a move to standardise network 
equipment terminology arose from an FCC mandate 
on customer service assurance.  Adopting a universal 
language was a good way to ensure that networks 
could always successfully interconnect. To further 
smooth the way, iconectiv® developed its  
Common Language® solution -  now adopted by 
all the major US carriers – which not only helped 
eliminate ambiguity of terminology and enable 

efficient network interconnections, it also served 
other operational and business needs. 

The Common Language solution works by providing 
a series of unique codes from iconectiv that identify 
and describe various elements of the network 
and also support interworking between different 
networks. The codes cover the equipment itself, 
the location where it is installed, and operational 
information about connections and the ordering of 
services on the network.  The iconectiv Common 
Language codes associated with the equipment and 
its location can be particularly valuable for efficient 
and accurate asset management.  

In addition, the codes are vendor agnostic and so 
they give service providers a universal means of 
determining what the equipment is, where it is, the 
function it performs, an accurate idea of its net-worth 
and when it is likely to need to be replaced. And it 
can do this on a global basis.

The Common Language solution is market proven 
and tested.  In the USA, it has successfully supported 
operator interworking and driven common reporting 
standards for more than 30 years. 

During that time the Common Language solution 
has continuously evolved to meet the changing 
demands of the telecommunications industry – 
smoothly anticipating and adapting to a world 
where hardware assets are constantly changing. The 
Common Language approach can also be applied in 
virtualized, NFV and SDN environments, as well as 
within traditional fixed and mobile networks.



Your business and your customers need to access and exchange information simply, seamlessly
and securely. iconectiv’s extensive experience in information services and its unmatched numbering
intelligence helps you do just that. In fact, more than 2B people count on our platforms each day to
keep their networks, devices and applications connected. Our cloud-based Software as a
Service (SaaS) solutions span network and operations management, numbering, trusted
communications and fraud prevention. For more information, visit www.iconectiv.com.
FoFollow us on Twitter and LinkedIn.




